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1 Thessalonians 5:18; Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 
 

    There are many reasons for us to be thankful in 2013 
 
 

 

Phil… This has been a 
year of changes and 
blessing! I am thankful 
for the warm welcome 
I have received from 
staff and volunteers 
at Love INC, and I am 
grateful to be able to 
support the amazing 
volunteers ministering 
to our neighbors!  

Paula….This has been an incredible year 
and I am thankful to serve an amazing 
God who has placed me with this 
wonderful group of staff and volunteers 
at this ministry that honors His glorious 

name.   God’s Blessings to you!    

Amanda… I am so 
thankful to be a part 
of such an incredible 
team of people who 
dedicate their time 
helping our neighbors 
in need. I am also 
thankful for the Lord 
guiding me to this 
position here at Love! 

Matt…How do I thank the Lord enough for 
the blessings I have received being a part 
of this great ministry led by Christ? Thank 
you for the blessings you bestow on others 
through your time, talents, and treasures, 
Through Him all things are possible! 

Love INC Ministry gives thanks…to God for being our guiding light in this great 
ministry…for our volunteers…for our donors…for our friends and families…for our 

prayer partners…for our church partners…for our pantry partners…for the 
opportunity to serve and help our neighbors in need…for the community organizations 

that partners with us…and for the opportunity to be the hands and feet of Jesus 
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Family Fun Fall Festival…            THANK YOU!!! 
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A good time was had by all: As you can tell from the pictures, we had a great day for our Family Fun 
Fall Festival with Joyful Noise.  The sun was shining bright and temps reached 80 degrees.  Saying 
thank you just doesn’t seem to be enough for all that Hampton Green Farms has done to make this 
fundraiser a huge success.  Chef Fred, Kim, Antoine, Joan and Claudia along with their staff are 
wonderful people with HUGE hearts.   
 

We give thanks for our awesome sponsors that supported our efforts:  
Joyful Noise Sponsor; Eagle Precision Cast Parts, David & Janet Harris, Sherry Albertie Becker CMFC, 
Graphics House Companies, and Eddie & Kendra Babbitt.  Kids Games Sponsor; Raymond James & 
Associates and Kohley’s Superior Water & Propane.  Pumpkin Patch Sponsor; Joel & Kay VanderWall, 
Excel Propane, The Golz Family, Great Lakes Ford Lincoln, Mercy Health, Shape Corp., Webb Chemical 
Service Corporation, Bruce & Barb Duiser, Matt & Cheryl Kaley, Lakeshore Employee Benefits, Ron & 
Bonnie Nyenhuis, Port City Construction, PNC Bank, and Anonymous Donors. 
 

Thank You Merri Davis from Hoop Happy Hoop Healthy.  Are you looking to give a unique "Healthy" 
Birthday or Christmas gift?  Hoop Happy Hoop Healthy LLC makes custom fitness (padded/weighted) 
hula hoops for kids and adults. Kids hoops are $35.00 and adult hoops start at $50.00.  We also offer 
Hoop Fit classes, "Healthy hoop" presentations for your group, Make and Tape parties and more. Hoop 
Happy is looking for churches to host Hoop Fit classes.  If your church has a big enough space for 10+ 
girls to hoop, Hoop  Happy will come to your church to teach. Contact Merri Davis, owner for more info. 
contact owner Merri Davis at merri@hoop-happy.com or 231 557-1125 and visit our web site for more 
info. wwwhoophappyhoophealthy.com. Hoop Healthy Hoop On !   
 

 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:merri@hoop-happy.com
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We put on our walking shoes for the... 
 
 

The 2nd annual 
Hike for the Hungry 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

                                                                                      
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What a gorgeous fall day for a walk in beautiful Heritage 
Landing.  We are thankful for our wonderful partnership with 
West Michigan Catholic Charities and the Muskegon Rescue 
Mission, where we come together and join forces to “walk” 
out hunger in Muskegon County.  This year $34,000 was 
raised and will stay right here to take care of our local 
community needs.  THANK YOU to all who walked, 
sponsored a walker, formed a team, sponsored the event 
and/or prayed for us…YOU are appreciated.  Please thank 
these fine businesses that sponsored this event; Dobb 
Printing, AeroVision, Walgreens, Shoreline Insurance, My 
Auto Import, Senator Goeff Hansen, Cumulus Radio, and 
Cinema Carousel.   
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Love happenings: Upcoming news & Love Stories... 
 

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM: This year we again will have our 
Christmas Store for those who have completed our Life Skills 
classes and received their certificate in 2013. They are 
invited to come to Love INC and shop for new toys for their 
children at 10 cents on the dollar. We are in need of new 
toys, games and gift cards for older kids.  We will serve 
those who have children up to 18 years old. If you would 
rather not shop but would like to make a donation, we have 
a couple volunteers that LOVE to shop and will stretch your 
dollar. You can make a donation to Love INC and put 
Christmas Store on the memo line, we will do the shopping! 
Are you able to help make a child’s Christmas dreams come 
true? 
 

 

Pantry Love Story:  Our pantries are an entry into the lives 
of our clients that can be capitalized on in many wonderful 
ways.  Our neighbors come to the pantries seeking food, 
personal care and household items but when they 
leave…they get so much more! 
 
Recently at one of our pantries, 5 of the clients had 
significant prayer requests.  A pantry volunteer prayed with 
each of them privately. Their requests were varied. One 
asked for salvation, knowing she needed the Lord. The 
volunteer helped her with a prayer of salvation. Another 
had a child removed from the home and was very repentant 
about her life style. Yet another said she had just finished 
chemo for cancer with a clean bill of health and told the 
volunteer that she, the volunteer, had prayed for her a year 
ago for healing. One was going through depression. Another 
indicated she had fallen away from the Lord and wanted 
prayer to get closer to the Lord. In each one, there was 
considerable emotion involved with many tears, hugs, and 
love shown. 
 
God Bless our pantry volunteers for taking extra time with 
our neighbors in need when they walk through their doors.  
We are changing lives through prayer and education. 
 
 
 
 

 

God answers prayers:  A very young mother came 
to see us at Love INC last week.  She is struggling 
with school, an unexpected pregnancy resulting in 
a new born baby and finding employment.  She 
was moving to a bigger apartment and was 
working with an area agency because she needed 
a washer, gas stove and refrigerator.  I could hear 
her at the front desk and she seemed sincere and 
at the end of her rope.  She said she had prayed 
about what to do and then she was directed to 
come to Love INC to see if we could help her. She 
was laughing, crying, and interacting with our 
volunteers and they were explaining our policies 
and services that are available to help her out.  The 
volunteer came to my office and said that “we 
really need to help this girl.”  It just happened that 
a gas stove was dropped off the day before along 
with a washer.  Sometimes God works behind the 
scenes and sometimes He puts things right in front 
of you so you have to trip over them to miss what 
He is telling you to do.  She was granted the gas 
stove and washer because it was obvious that God 
was moving through us to help her.  To say that 
this young lady was overcome with joy, relief and 
happiness would be a HUGE understatement.  
After screaming, crying, hugging and praising 
Jesus…she said she was going straight to her 
grandma’s house where she was going to get on 
her knees and give thanks for the blessings she 
received.  She literally skipped down the sidewalk 
yelling praises to Jesus as she left for all to hear. 

THANK YOU Jesus for using us to be your vessel, 
what a humbling experience! 
 
 



Love Letters Nov/Dec 2013 

Love Letters is published bi-monthly by Love In the Name of Christ of Muskegon County at 2735 E Apple Ave, Muskegon, MI 49442 

 

 

 
 

 
 
Stay connected and grow with us... 

 

 
We would love to stay connected to you!  We at Love 
INC have a passion for people, and we strive to see the 
best in everyone.  Our mission is Transforming Lives in the 
Name of Christ through the Church. Our goal is to work 
with people to show them there is a better way, hold them 
accountable and then watch as God transforms their life.  
We ask them in depth questions regarding their income to 
debt ratio...we discuss goal setting...we talk about where 
they see themselves in (6) months. We stress the 
importance of living within their means and we offer 
solutions to accomplish this mission by attending our 
Relational Ministries Life Skills biblically based classes; 
Manage Your Money, Powerful Parenting, Stress 
Management, Healthy Eating and Jobs for Life.  There are 
so many good things going on at Love INC. God is working 
through Love INC and it is great to be part of such a grace 
filled ministry. There are many ways to stay connected 
with us... 

 
Facebook: Like us on Facebook: search for 
Love INC of Muskegon and help share our news, stories, 
prayer requests, photos, and updates. 

 
Twitter: Follow us on Twitter: @LoveINCMuskegon will 
be updating regularly on Love INC programs and events. 

 
Website: The new website is almost complete and will be 
ready for you to view soon…we will be going live in 
December 2013.  Be sure to check it out. 

 
E-mail: We would like to stay connected better with email. 
Now, we don’t want to blast your accounts with nonstop 
mail but we would like to send out reminders and bi-weekly 
emails at times. Please send us an email.  Our address is 
@loveincofmuskegon.com and you can address it to         
either: info@ , mattk@ , paulas@ , philq@, amandag@ 
and we will add you to our address book.  You will not be 
sent spam...only bi-weekly emails, prayer requests and 
reminders. 
 
Ambassador:  Be a Love INC Ambassador!  Business 
cards are available at the Clearinghouse Office.  See Matt, 
Paula, Phil or a board member for more details about how 
you can spread the word about our mission and ministry. 

 

 
Clearinghouse Volunteers: Answer phones and screen 
our neighbors in need. Assess their situation; go over 
goals and opportunities available, schedule pantry visits. 
(4) hour shifts available. Call 773-3448 
 
Life Skills Teacher: Teaching small groups in Money 
Management, Powerful Parenting, Stress Management, or 
Healthy Eating. These (8) week classes are geared to 
equip our neighbors in need with the tools that they need 
through biblical, practical principles and teachings, so they 
may begin to transform their lives. 
 
Mentors: Work one on one with a neighbor in need, 
teaching them goal setting, working with a budget and be- 
ing able to live within the budget they created. 
 
Jobs for Life Champion/Mentor: In this biblically based 
program, we teach the skills necessary to acquire gainful 
employment through resume’ writing, interview techniques 
and how to dress for success. 
 
Prayer Partner: Get on our list of people that want to pray 
for our neighbors in need. Each month we send via e-mail 
or US Mail a letter with the monthly prayer requests. Sign 
up to be a Prayer Warrior today! Because no matter how 
you send it...God answers “knee” mail. 
 
Board Member: Are you interested in becoming a board 
member? Do you know someone who would make a good 
board member? Each board member serves a (3) year 
term and you can serve (2) terms. Call 773-3448 to learn 
more about this direction-setting team. 
 
Event Committee: Do you like fundraising?  Do you like 
planning parties and events?  Are you creative?  Your 
ideas are welcomed and appreciated. You can send ideas 
to Paula or you can call her at 773-3448. We would love 
to have you join this team where monthly to bi-monthly 
brain storming meetings are held. 
 
Love INC and friends on Channel 7: Watch us on Com- 
cast Channel 7, usually the first Tuesday, Thursday and 
Saturday of every month at 8:30 p.m. and Sunday at 2:30 
p.m. 
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Community Food Drive Benefits Love INC… 

 

 
 

For over 19 years, Laketon Bethel Reformed Church 
has done a community food drive in Laketon Township 
called Trick or Treat so others can eat.  The kids and 
parents dress up in their Halloween costumes the 
Wednesday before Halloween.  In the early years they 
went out on wagons pulled by tractors with a police 
escort, but due to the number of people that wanted to 
participate and liability, they changed it to cars and vans 
going out in the neighborhoods. They put signs up in the 
neighborhoods informing people that they will be out 
collecting food with some people calling the church in 
early October to make sure they are still doing it.  The 
Laketon Township community has really embraced this 
food drive effort and Love INC has been the recipient of 
this huge food giveaway many times.  These families 
meet at the church to enjoy a pizza dinner with a salad 
bar and then they receive their assigned road to trick or 
treat down.  They blanket the neighborhood for 1.5 
hours going door to door collecting food.  The food is 
then displayed in the Worship Center on Sunday 
morning for all to see what the kids and families 
collected. Then it is loaded up in a trailer and brought to 
Love INC. 
 
One year, a gentleman answered the door and was 
upset that the children came to his door as he had no 
food to give.  He scolded the children for asking and 
without missing a beat the young child went to the 
vehicle that was holding the food and grabbed (2) bags 
of food and brought it to his door.  The gentleman again 
answered and the child said, “Here, you need this food, 
this is why we are collecting because people are 
hungry!”   
 
Thank You Laketon Bethel Reformed Church, we 
appreciate your efforts! 
 
 
Other Food drives that have benefitted Love INC in 
the recent weeks:  Weight Watchers, Reeths-Puffer 
Central Elementary, Life Change Church, PNC Bank, 
and Norton Family Practice; THANK YOU for thinking 
of Love INC with your efforts.  We, our pantries and our 
neighbors in need appreciate all you are doing! 
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We are blessed with all the Lord provides... 
 
Clearinghouse by the Numbers:  It has been a very 
busy time here in the clearinghouse.  Doing a month 
to month comparison…food requests in October 2013 
were up by 32 requests from October 2012.  All of our 
pantries have been very busy with requests and last 
month served 532 families and impacted 1504 
individuals.   
 
Motivational Moments:  Remember that He is 
always with you.  Where love is, there is God also.  
God cannot be contained in a building or a book.  Yet 
it is easy for us to forget Him unless we are in church 
or reading the Bible.  Sometimes, in the middle of 
life’s daily busyness, we stop communicating with 
Him.  Instead, our attention is on our computer 
screen, our checkbook, or the cars ahead of us in the 
traffic jam. Don’t allow life’s details to turn your 
attention from your Creator.  In the midst of your labor 
and duties, come to recognize that God is always 
right there with you – to hear you and to speak to 
you.  His temple is always as close as your heart, 
waiting for you to enter and be refreshed and 
inspired.  God is ALWAYS just a prayer away! 
~Taken from 101 simple secrets to keep your faith 
alive. 

 

In Memory 
of: 
 

Grace Eckman 
 

By: 
Evelyn Christenson 

Donna Nienhuis 
Jack & Fredreka Rottman 
Ken & Norma Sherwood 

Greg & Rosemary Winicki 
Albert & Ellen Rockwood 

 
Eleanor Morrell 

By: Phyllis & Glenn Curtis 
 

Betty Carlson 
By: Erdene McHenry 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Meijer’s Simply Give: Sometimes Thank You just doesn’t 
seem to be a strong enough word and that is the case here.  
We sent out a letter and put it on Facebook to go to the 
Northside Meijer and purchase a $10.00 Simply Give 
Campaign card and Meijer would match it and then one 
special weekend Meijer would double it.  We are so humbled 
at the way you responded to that request – because of your 
generous response; we received $8,780.00 in Meijer gift cards 
to be used for our food pantries!  How awesome is that? 

THANK YOU   *   THANK YOU   *   THANK YOU 

And…the giving continues…Meijer Simply Give:  
Northside Meijer has chosen Love INC to be the 
recipient of their Winter Simply Give Campaign.  What a 
great way to show community support and we are 
honored to be the recipient of this fine gift.  Rose, 
Meijer’s Store Director, is a wonderful person who likes 
to put out a good challenge…she has a target of 
$10,000.00 from Northside Meijer for our winter 
campaign.  Please help us take Rose up on her 
challenge…visit the Northside Meijer between 
November 3 and January 4 and purchase a $10.00 
simply give card and Meijer’s will match that gift and the 
Love INC pantries will reap the benefits to help our 
neighbors in need with food this winter.  Once again 
they will be doing their DOUBLE UP bucks on November 
15 and 16 where you spend $10.00 and Meijer will 
donate $30.00 instead of $20.00 on those two days!   
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New Directions… Is Your Church Ready? 
Love INC exists to support churches in the mission of 
transforming lives and communities in the Name of Christ. 
To that end, Love INC coordinates a variety of life skills 
classes. We train, equip, and support churches and 
volunteers, enabling them to host quality classes that are 
recognized by the agencies in the community. We collect 
referrals and register students for these classes.  

We are thankful for the churches throughout the county 
that are already hosting Love INC classes, and we are 
looking to partner with even more churches – especially 
in areas that do not currently have available classes. By 
broadening the area of host sites for classes, we are able 
to make these life-changing classes more accessible for 
people that may not have reliable transportation.  

Becoming a Host Site: Would your church make a great 
site for one of our classes? Here’s what it takes to 
become a New Directions class site: 
 
Space: Our classes normally host 6-12 students.  

Teacher: Teachers will go through orientation and 
training at Love INC, and should have experience with the 
class’s subject matter. Teachers have the privilege of 
sharing their testimony and presenting life-changing skills. 

Childcare: We want to remove any barriers that might 
prevent a neighbor from attending our classes. Childcare 
volunteers allow parents to focus on the class knowing 
their child is safe. 

Host: Some of our class sites have host volunteers. 
These wonderful people meet our neighbors at the door, 
help them sign in and find their class, and answer any 
questions they have about the church. These 
relationship-builders have the opportunity to build a long-
term relationship between our neighbors and the church – 
a critical step in our mission of transforming lives! 

Interested? Host churches have the privilege of hosting 
students who may not be connected with a church – for 
some, it will be the first time they have entered a church in 
many years.  

Love INC coordinates several classes: 

Manage Your Money – Eight one hour classes based on 
Biblical concepts. Participants learn basic budgeting and 
financial management skills, and have the option of 
connecting with a long-term mentor. 

Powerful Parenting – Eight ninety-minute classes on 
effective parenting based on Biblical concepts. 
Experienced teachers explore methods to stop negative 
behaviors, increase positive behaviors, and communicate 
effectively with their children.  

Stress Management – Participants will learn techniques 
for dealing with stress and anger. Teachers present 
effective coping strategies and ways to identify stressors.  

Bridges to Motherhood – This is a Christ-centered 
support group designed to help 18-30 year old single 
mothers with infants to toddler-age children.  Bridges is for 
moms who feel alone, trapped, and pressured by the 
responsibilities of motherhood – moms looking for support, 
friendship, assistance, and the desire to grow as a woman 
and a mother. This group provides practical information on 
parenting and other topics that are of benefit to young 
moms and their children.  

Jobs for Life – Jobs for Life consists of 16 sessions and 
teaches timeless biblical principles on work and the ways 
those principles are applied in today’s changing 
marketplace. The class will equip participants with critical 
skills: developing a vocational plan, building a resume, 
learning effective interviewing skills, presenting a 60 
second commercial, conflict resolution, and more. Every 
Jobs for Life participant is paired with a champion who 
provides friendship and support during the class and 
beyond, even after the participant is employed. 

Healthy Eating – Participants learn the latest information 
on nutrition, healthy recipes, how to shop for the best 
savings, and how to live a healthier life.  

We look forward to partnering with you in this ministry! 
Contact Phil at 231-773-3448 to learn more.
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Board of Directors 
 

Dick Nolan, President 
Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church 

Joe Singerling, V. P. 
First Congregational Church Muskegon 

Char Boertman, Secretary 
Olivet Evangelical Free Church 

Bruce Duiser, Treasurer 
Unity Reformed Church 

Matt McKinnon 
Fellowship Reformed Church 

Ron Nyenhuis 
Calvin CRC 
Dick Morgan 

St. James Catholic Church, Montague 
Joel VanderWall 

Forest Park Covenant Church 

 
 
 

Office Staff 
Executive Director: 

Matthew Kaley, St. James Catholic Church 
mattk@loveincofmuskegon.com 

 

Clearinghouse Coordinator/Office Manager: 
Paula Scott Stewart, Laketon Bethel Reformed Church 

paulas@loveincofmuskegon.com 
 

Administrative Assistant: 
Amanda Gillihan, The Journey Community Church 

amandag@loveincofmuskegon.com 
 

Relational Ministries Coordinator: 
Phil Quinn, Bridge Bible Church 
philq@loveincofmuskegon.com 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YOU make a difference in the lives of people in need. 
Each need brought to Love INC represents an opportunity to connect with one of God’s children, 

DONATE ONLINE — 
www.LoveIncofMuskegon.com 

 

Enclosed is my tax deductable gift of:   $25    $50    $75    $100    Other 
 
 
 

Name_   Email   
 

Address  City_  State  Zip_   
 
 
 

Charge my gift — circle one:: 
 

Credit Card Number   Expiration Date   
 

Cardholder signature   Security Code   
The above name and contact information is required for all credit card transactions Last 3 numbers on back of card 

 
My gift is in honor, memory, or celebration  (please circle one) of:     

 
Please send notification Mr./Mrs./Ms.   
of my tribute to: Address   City   St   Zip   

 
 

   I/We want to become a prayer partner.  Please send me the monthly Prayer Requests via   Email   US Mail 
 
 

Love INC of Muskegon County  *  2735 E. Apple Ave. Suite A   *   Muskegon , MI 49442   *   231-773-3448 
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