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Transforming lives In the Name of Christ through the church

To be charged and ready to go, we need to
plug into a good and faithful power source.

Jesus is our power source. When we are
able to stay connected to Him through worship and prayer, we are able to listen for His
holy promptings. We are able to be His hands
and feet to the lost and suffering.

Plug in and pray for Love In the Name of
Christ as we continue to live our mission by
mobilizing the local church to transform
lives in the name of Christ. We have many
new and exciting things in store for 2015 as
we work with our neighbors in need. We
are always looking for effective ways to
help them grow in their love of Jesus
through our comprehensive life skills ministries. Thank you for your prayers and partnership. Together, we can do so much
more!
Stay tuned…
”Do Something Campaign” coming in 2015
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Connect with us and grow...
Volunteer Opportunities and Needs:












Clearinghouse: Come and spend (4) hours in
the clearinghouse answering phones and assessing the many requests from our neighbors
in need.
Handyman: Are you “Johnny Fix It”? We
could use some help when special requests
come up regarding fixing things. It would be
nice to have someone that can look at something and tell us how much it will cost to fix or if
it isn’t worth fixing.
Warehouse: We need help in our warehouse
moving furniture, cleaning furniture, sorting
clothes, sorting food, and other duties as occur.
Transportation: Are you willing to drive
someone to their doctor appointments?
Sometimes we get requests from our friends
where they are in need of a ride to Grand Rapids, Lansing and Ann Arbor for doctors appointments. Is this where God is prompting
you?
Church Advocate: Are you willing to be the
“go to” person at your church to let people
know of the many programs, classes and
needs that Love INC sees throughout the
year.? This is a vital ministry that complements the relationship that Love INC already
has established with your church.
Prayer Warrior: Are you willing to pray over
the requests of our neighbors in need, volunteers, staff and board members? Sign up to
become a prayer warrior today!











Birthday Bags: Collect and prepare birthday
bags to give children who are having a birthday.
Coordinate getting cake mix, candles, book,
frosting, place settings; something special for a
birthday boy or girl.
Blanket Buddy: Coordinate the collection of
new and gently used blankets. We have many
people that are sleeping in their cars and are in
need of blankets. With the weather changing,
this will become a great need.
Bridges to Motherhood: We are searching for
a church to call our program Bridges to Motherhood home. We will also need volunteers to run
and coordinate this much needed and wanted
small group that meets every (2) weeks. This is
a wonderful young single mothers support group,
where they can come and learn parenting skills,
voice their concerns and seek support from others who are going through the same experiences.
Socks from Santa: We would like to offer the
families shopping at our Christmas store a pair of
new socks for each member of their family. If
you see socks on sale, please consider purchasing and donating them to Love INC. We will be
taking sock donations all year long.
Furniture Pick Up: Do you have a few hours a
week to pick up furniture? We have wonderful
members of our community that want to donate
to our furniture ministry but we are having trouble
picking it up. Are you willing to help our Furniture
Team? We need a driver with a truck and someone to ride along and assist.
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Family Fun Fall Festival with Joyful Noise...

Matt Kaley and Phil Quinn making a bigger mess and getting shown up by this cute child in the pumpkin pie eating contest.

The Love INC Staff
having fun and posing
for this staff picture!
Many side splitting
laughs were had by
those watching this
“Old Folks” group
climb to the top of the
kids obstacle course
for this great photo
opportunity.
From Left: Vicky
Wierengo, Matt Kaley,
Phil Quinn and Paula
Scott Stewart
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We couldn’t do what we do without your support...
Please patronize these local sponsors that bless our ministry with their generosity:
Sherri Albertie Becker - CPA with Waddell & Reed
Eagle Precision
Excel Propane
Raymond James
Webb Chemical
Lakeshore Employee Benefits
Shape Corporation
Aerovision
PNC Bank
Port City Group
Graphics House
Shelby State Bank
Mr. B’s Pancake House

Merri Davis is the owner of Hoop Happy Hoop Healthy
and she offers classes in local churches and schools. If
you would like to be a host site for this great new way to
work out and say in shape, call her at 231-557-1125.
Everyone that tried to hoop and had fun doing it. What
a fun way to work yourself back into shape. Try it today!

One of my favorites quotes is “Life isn’t about waiting
for the storm to pass, it’s learning to dance in the
rain”. If you joined us on Saturday, September 20th
for our Family Fun Fall Festival, you would understand what it was like to dance in the rain. We didn’t
let mother nature dampen our spirits; 5th Reformed
Church started us out with some great Christian
Contemporary Music and then out of nowhere...we
found ELVIS! Yes, Elvis was at the farm and sang
some of his best tunes for us! The horses came out
and did (3) dressage performances for us (one was
in an absolute downpour) but that didn’t stop the
horse and rider from entertaining us. The kids enjoyed their scavenger hunt, games, inflatables, crafts
and pumpkin painting. Chef Fred did a wonderful job
with the food and the horse barns were open with
plenty of horses (and babies) to see. We are so
thankful for Hampton Green Farms allowing us to
hold our annual fundraiser on their beautiful property.
Plans are already underway to add more fun things
to do in 2015. Make plans to join us for this great
family fun day!
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Love happenings: Upcoming news, events & trinkets...
Love INC National Gathering: September 10 - 12 we
were fortunate enough to
send Matt, Phil, Paula and
(1) board member—Joe
Singerling to the National
Gathering in Gurnee Illinois. This was a very informative time of networking with other
Love INC affiliates. The theme as seen above was Connecting—
Stronger Together in Christ. Love INC National did a wonderful job
stressing the need for connecting in many areas: Connecting To
The Source who is of course Jesus Christ, Connecting With A Broken World, Connecting With Each Other, Connecting: What Does
Organized Connection Look Like?, Connecting With Love INC National, and Leaving Connected, Encouraged and Inspired. There
were also many workshops geared for our specific roles we fill
within our affiliates. Over 200 people representing 155 affiliates
gathered to pray together, worship together, and learn together.
Not only did we learn relevant information in our workshops we
learned from each other. We are part of a large movement across
this nation and now even extending into Nairobi, Kenya. The Love
INC National mission is “to mobilize local churches to transform
lives and communities in the Name of Christ.” Love INC is a Strategy to help churches come together, a Partnership of local
churches, a Movement of Christian churches, a Model for implementing Christ-like relational ministries, a Method for mobilizing
local church congregations, a Network of affiliates, a Collaboration between local churches and their community, and a Vehicle
that helps churches, collectively and individually, fulfill their biblical
mandate to reach out to their community to transform lives and
communities in the Name of Christ. Love INC is not just Muskegon County. It is a mission that continues to grow as we carry out
God’s mandate to love our neighbors in need.

Christmas Program: Even though it is the same time
every year, it seems to sneak up on us! This year we
again will have our Christmas Store for those who have
completed our Budgeting Life Skills class and received
their certificate in 2014. They are invited to come to Love
INC and shop for new toys for their children at 10 cents
on the dollar. We are always in need of new toys,
games and gift cards for older kids. We will serve those
who have children up to 18 years old. This is a wonderful
program that allows the parents to shop for their children
and spend their hard earned money. After needing assistance and help from area ministries, this is a program
that molds their dignity by allowing them to shop and pick
out a present for their child and purchase the gift at an
affordable price. Each family will also receive a complete
Christmas dinner.
If you would rather not shop but would like to make a donation, we have volunteers that LOVE to shop and will
stretch your dollar. You can make a donation to Love
INC and put Christmas Store on the memo line, we will
do the shopping! Are you able to help make a child’s
Christmas dreams come true?

Toys R Us: Has adopted the Love INC Christmas Store
and has become a generous toy donor. What a wonderful blessing! We are so honored that we were chosen.
Be sure to say “thanks” when you are shopping there.

Love INC is expanding to accommodate our neighbors in need who live in the Northern part of
our County! We are so excited to be expanding in the White Lake area. This will save gas money for
our friends that live in N. Muskegon, Holton, Twin Lake, Whitehall and Montague. Beginning November
10th our clearinghouse will be open part time at the White Lake Congregational Church. Our White
Lake phone number is 767-3445, and our wonderful volunteers will be available to assess our
neighbors in need on Mondays and Wednesdays from 12:00—4:00 pm and Fridays from 8:30 am to
noon. Thank you to White Lake Congragational Church for being our host site!
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We appreciate each and every one...

Donations made
“In Memory of:
Donald Boven
By: Gary Weberg
Dawn Sobczak
By: Greg & Deanna Sobczak
Dan Bultema
By: Thelma Bergman
Grace Eckman
By: Catherine Butterfield
Bill Wikman
By: Marilyn Wikman
Sandra Bossett
By: Gary & Sharon Ransom
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Winkle
Craig Pollock
By: Sharon & Gary Ransom
Adam Pollock Family

Donations made
“In Honor of:
Matt Kaley
By: Betty Yonkers

Goodbyes are never easy! Every now and
again during your life you know when God is
touching you and we have felt that blessing on
our ministry in 2013 when Phil Quinn accepted a
position here. This young seminary student
came to Love INC from Mackinac Island with
his wife and (2) young children. He had little
experience in the position he accepted but had
much experience in Human Resources and Ministry. Phil had a fire in his eyes and a passion
for our ministry at Love INC. He took over our
New Directions Ministry and went to visit other
Love INC’s in the area to see how they were
doing ministry. He has helped develop comprehensive life skill components taken from what
he has learned and made an extensive program
where we will get to see our ministry come alive
with “Transforming lives in the Name of
Christ”. We are thankful for the year that we
had Phil on this team and wish him the best of
luck in his future as he leads Youth and Young
Adults Ministries for Trinity Reformed Church
in Holland. Phil is a faithful servant of our Lord
and Savior and we are better because of the
shoe prints that he left on our ministry. Phil
will remain available to help transition and answer questions about this new program we will
be kicking off in 2015.

Thank You Phil for your service to
this ministry!
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We are blessed with all the Lord provides...
As we enter this holiday season
we give thanks for all we are
blessed with and we give thanks
that Christ Jesus was born. Begin and end each day with
genuine thanksgiving to God.
Psalm 100:4, “Enter into his
gates with thanksgiving, and
into his courts with praise: be
thankful unto him, and bless his
name.” “Nothing enhances your
faith more than acknowledging
the good things in our life and
thanking God for them. Even
when your circumstances are
grim, you can always find something to be thankful for. Count
your blessings every morning,
and thank God for them one by
one!” ~taken from 101 simple
secrets to keep your faith alive.
We at Love INC have much to be
thankful for over this past year.
We are blessed with many new
volunteers, many neighbors in
need are learning life skills
from our classes, we have great
pantry partners, lots of new
friends have bought into our
mission of transforming lives
and send us monthly support,
many prayer warriors are praying over the community needs,
new church partnerships are always forming and we have been
blessed with health and a great
team.

THANK YOU

THANK YOU THANK YOU

Because of your generous support of our food pantries, Meijer’s was able to donate $18,790 dollars to help stock the
shelves through their Simply Give program! WOW we are so
very blessed.
The blessings continue...
Meijer’s has chosen us once again for their Holiday Simply
Give program. Not just the Holton Rd. location BUT, the
Sternberg Rd. Fruitport Meijer’s has also adopted us! We are
humbled and speechless at this great blessing.
The Holiday Program kicks off on November 2, 2014 and runs
through January 3, 2015. Shop during that time and purchase a
$10.00 simply give card and Meijer’s will match your donation
and send us the donations once the Holiday campaign has
ended.
DOUBLE UP REWARDS
On November 14 and 15, Meijer’s will double your donation
turning your $10.00 gift into $30.00, or your $100.00 gift into
$300.00.
Friendly Competition
How about a little friendly competition...the Northside vs the
Southside? Which end of Muskegon County can raise more
money to support our food pantries? Don’t forget, if you can’t
get to Meijer’s during this time, you can send your donation
here and we will go to Meijer’s on your behalf. Make checks
payable to Love INC with “Simply Give” on the memo line.
Hunger is an issue in our area but with your generous support
and the partnership from Meijer’s, we are fighting this problem
$10.00 at a time. Thanks again for all you have done!
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Welcome Aboard, Melissa!
I am SO excited to be part of the Love
INC of Muskegon family. I previously
worked as the director of the relational
ministry program in Manistee and Benzie
counties and fell in love with the Love INC
model and the life transforming programs
offered. Although my family and I are native Michiganders, we are new to the
Muskegon area. I feel very blessed that
God has allowed me to use what I have
learned in Muskegon County! I pray that I
am able to help grow and foster the programming to impact more lives and I look forward to getting to know the
watch the amazing transformations that Body of Christ here in Muskegon and
can only come from our God, through His have heard amazing things about the
church.
Love INC volunteer pool.

Moving in New Directions...
As we seek to better live into our mission
of “transforming lives in the Name of
Christ,” we are always trying to imagine
better ways to engage with our
neighbors in need. We believe that the
Holy Spirit works to transform lives in the
midst of caring relationships. To that end
we have offered classes with caring instructors, and we have matched students
in even more personal relationships with
committed mentors.

We are now in the process of bringing
these elements together into a unified
New Directions Program. As we do this,
we will need volunteers to serve with us
on the Focus Team—imagining and building this new program. We will need more
mentors: not just those with budgeting
knowledge, but with gifts and interests as
diverse as our neighbors in need. In short,
we need you! Call Melissa at 773-3448 to
find out where you could serve.
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Stay connected and grow with us...
We would love to stay connected to you and grow together. Our underlying mission is to grow God’s kingdom. To do that, we need to become the gardener; tilling
the soil, planting the seed, watering and tending the
plants and then cultivating and harvesting. When you
think of our neighbors in need being God’s garden, then
you know that we have much work to do. It takes many
hands to do all that He asks of us. We at Love INC have a
passion for people and we strive to see the best in everyone. Our goal is to work with people to show them there
is a better way, hold them accountable and then watch as
God transforms their lifes. We ask them in depth questions regarding their income to debt ratio...we discuss
goal setting...we talk about where they see themselves in
(6) months. We stress the importance of living within their
means by attending our Relational Ministries Life Skills
biblically based classes; Manage Your Money, Powerful
Parenting, Stress Management, Healthy Eating and Jobs
for Life. There are so many good things going on at Love
INC. God is working through us and using us. What a
humbling experience it is to be part of such a grace filled
ministry .
There are many ways to stay connected with us...
Facebook: Like us on Facebook: search for
Love INC of Muskegon and help share our
news, stories, prayer requests, photos, and updates.
Twitter: Follow us on Twitter: @LoveINCMuskegon will be
updating regularly on Love INC programs and events.
Website: Visit us at http://www.loveincofmuskegon.com
often to stay connected with what is happening at Love INC.
E-mail: We would like to stay connected better with email.
Now, we don’t want to blast your accounts with non stop mail,
but we would like to send out reminders and bi-weekly emails
at times. Please send us an email. Our address is
@loveincofmuskegon.com and you can address it to either:
info@ , mattk@ , paulas@ , or melissab@, and we will add
you to our address book. You will not be sent spam...only bimonthly emails, prayer requests and reminders.

Clearinghouse Volunteers: Answer phones and screen our
neighbors in need. Assess their situation, go over goals and
opportunities available, schedule pantry visits. (4) hour shifts
available. Call 773-3448
Life Skills Teacher: Teaching small groups in Money Management, Powerful Parenting, Stress Management, or
Healthy Eating. These (8) week classes are geared to equip
our neighbors in need with the tools they need through biblical, practical principles and teachings, so they may begin to
transform their lives.
Mentors: Work one on one with a neighbor in need, teaching
them goal setting, working with a budget and being able to
live within the budget they created.
Jobs for Life Champion/Mentor: In this biblically based
program, we teach the skills necessary to acquire gainful employment through resume’ writing, interview techniques and
how to dress for success.
Prayer Partner: Get on our list of people that want to pray
for our neighbors in need. Each month we send via e-mail or
US Mail the monthly prayer requests. Sign up to be a Prayer
Warrior today! Because no matter how you send it...God answers “knee” mail.
Board Member: Are you interested in becoming a board
member? Do you know someone who would make a good
board member? Each board member serves a (3) year term
and you can serve (2) terms. Call 773-3448 to learn more
about this direction-setting team.
Event Committee: Do you like fundraising? Do you like
planning parties and events? Are you creative? Your ideas
are welcomed and appreciated. You can send ideas to Paula
or you can call her at 773-3448. We would love to have you
join this team where monthly to bi-monthly brain storming
meetings are held.
Love INC and friends on Channel 7: Watch us on Comcast
Channel 7, usually the first Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday
of every month at 8:30 p.m. and Sunday at 2:30 p.m.
Ambassador: Be a Love INC Ambassador...business cards
are available at the Clearinghouse Office. See Matt, Paula,
Melissa, or a board member for more details about how you
can spread the word about our mission and ministry.
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Our Staff

Board of Directors

Dick Nolan, President

Dick Morgan, Secretary

Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church

St. James Catholic Church, Montague

Joe Singerling, V. P.

Stan Heeres

First Congregational Church Muskegon

Calvin CRC

Bruce Duiser, Treasurer

Maureen Mussman

Unity Reformed Church

Laketon Bethel Reformed Church

Matt McKinnon

Casonda Brown-Oakes

Fellowship Reformed Church

Ron Nyenhuis

Executive Director:
Matthew Kaley,
St. James Catholic Church
mattk@loveincofmuskegon.com
Clearinghouse Coordinator/Office Manager:
Paula Scott-Stewart
Laketon Bethel Reformed Church
paulas@loveincofmuskegon.com

Friendship Missionary Baptist

Joel VanderWall

Calvin CRC

Forest Park Covenant Church

Administrative Assistant:
Vicky Wierengo
Laketon Bethel Reformed Church
vickyw@loveincofmuskegon.com
Relational Ministries Coordinator:
Melissa Brooks
Mason County Reformed Church
melissab@loveincofmuskegon.com

YOU make a difference in the lives of people in need.
Each need brought to Love INC represents an opportunity to connect with one of God’s children,

DONATE ONLINE —
www.LoveIncofMuskegon.com

Enclosed is my tax deductable gift of: ___$25 ___$50 ___$75 ___$100 ___Other
Name_________________________________________________ Email__________________________________________
Address__________________________________________City___________________________State______Zip__________

Charge my gift — circle one::
Credit Card Number_________________________________________ Expiration Date________
Cardholder signature_________________________________________ Security Code________
The above name and contact information is required for all credit card transactions

Last 3 numbers on back of card

My gift is in honor, memory, or celebration (please circle one) of: _______________________________________________________
Please send notification
of my tribute to:

Mr./Mrs./Ms.____________________________________________________________
Address_______________________________________ City___________________ St _______Zip_________

______ I/We want to become a prayer partner. Please send me the monthly Prayer Requests via ______Email ______ US Mail

Love INC of Muskegon County * 2735 E. Apple Ave. Suite A * Muskegon , MI 49442 * 231-773-3448

