
Sept/Oct 2014        Transforming lives In the Name of Christ through the church 

L VE   LETTERS 

In light of what is happening around the world...around the country...and here in our very own 
beautiful community, we wanted to take a minute and share this passage from the bible that we, as 
a group of believers, should all strive to live out in our daily lives and those that we come in contact 
with on a daily basis.   

We see first hand those that are struggling in our community with; food, shelter, employment, par-
enting skills, budgeting crises, abuse, addictions and family ties lost.  We try our best to look at 
each person as an individual and take their unique situation to see how we can best help them on 
the way to self transformation.  We are ALL, no matter your ethnic background, children of God. 

Romans 12:9-16 

9 Don’t just pretend to love others. Really love them. Hate what is wrong. Hold tightly to what is 
good. 10 Love each other with genuine affection, and take delight in honoring each other. 11 Never 

be lazy, but work hard and serve the Lord enthusiastically. 12 Rejoice in our confident hope. Be     
patient in trouble, and keep on praying. 13 When God’s people are in need, be ready to help them. 
Always be eager to practice hospitality. 14 Bless those who persecute you. Don’t curse them; pray 
that God will bless them. 15 Be happy with those who are happy, and weep with those who weep. 
16 Live in harmony with each other. Don’t be too proud to enjoy the company of ordinary people. 

And don’t think you know it all! 
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Love INC presents: Family Fun Fall Festival with Joyful Noise 

Pumpkin Pie Eating Contest 
 

$5.00 per entry 
Kids, Teens and Adult Brackets 

 

No hands…consume the pie anyway you can using “NO HANDS” 
  The entire pie needs to be consumed to be declared the winner! 

Organized Kids Relay Races 

 

Egg & Spoon Race 

Water Balloon Toss 

Sack Race 

Watermelon Crawl 

Saturday, September 20th                     11:30 am -  4:30 pm 
 
                                           $30.00 per vehicle 

Live Worship Music Kids Craft Area 
 

Pumpkin Patch with  
Pumpkin Painting 

50/50 Raffle  
Silent Auction  

Raffle Bags 

Great Grille
d Food from Chef Fred: 

Chicken, Sliders, Cotton Candy, 

Potato Salad, Chips,  

Horse Dressage Shows 

 
Stable Tours 

Bake Sale 

Scavenger Hunt 

Tickets on Sale NOW at the        
Love INC office on Apple Ave. 

 
Call 773-3448 for more information 
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Love INC presents: Family Fun Fall Festival with Joyful Noise 

Raffle Bag Items: 
One night stay @ Blue Chip Casino 
Applebee’s Certificate 
Celebration Cinema Gift Card 
Van’s Oil Change 
Van’s Car Wash Coupon book 
Tire Wholesalers Plus Tire Rotation 
Golden Corral Certificate 
Family Video Gift Card 
Logan’s Roadhouse Appetizer 
Logan’s Roadhouse Dessert 
Northstar Cinema Gift Card 
Classy Cuts Hair Studio  -  hair cut 
Steak ‘N Egger Gift Card 
Russ’ Gift Card 
Family Fitness Certificates 
Coneyland Gift Certificate 
Handsome Hobo’s Gift Card 

Silent Auction Items:   
Detroit Tiger -  Torii Hunter Autographed Picture 

Girls Mountain Bike 
The Shack Bed & Breakfast Hot Tub Room with dinner 

Restaurant Gift Basket 

Four Winds Casino Gift Card 
Grand Rapids Griffins Tickets 
Firekeeper’s Casino Gift Card 
West Michigan Whitecaps Tickets 
Fall Centerpiece by Wasserman’s 
Painted Pictures by Margaret Hart 
$50.00 Visa Gift Card 
Shoreline Inn one night stay 
Bob Evans Gift Box 
Texas Road House Gift Basket 
Buffalo Wild Wings Gift Basket 
 
 
 
 

We are going to raffle off a new kayak at 4:00 pm.  Raffle tickets will be sold      
AT THE EVENT ONLY for $5.00 per ticket or 7 tickets for $20.00.  Some lucky        

attendee will win a kayak at the festival.  Good Luck to all who attend and enter! 
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Save the date...October 11th 

Teams are now forming!  You can sign up your own 

team or you can choose to support a team already 

formed.  We have a Love Bug Team that consists 

of our wonderful volunteers, Executive Director 

Team called Love INC Servants or there is a 

Board of Directors Team - all are out seeking 

walkers and/or donations to hike out hunger in 

Muskegon County! If you don’t want to donate on 

line, you can send your donation in to Love INC 

with Hike on the memo line and what team you 

are supporting and your donation will be applied 

appropriately. 

 We have amazing dedicated volunteers in our 

furniture ministry but they could use some help.  

If you have a truck or you have muscles & time 

to help assist in this much needed ministry, 

please contact us.  Our volunteers usually go out 

once every two weeks to pick up our donations. 

Volunteer Opportunities... 

Pantry Needs... 

We are blessed to be opening (2) personal care 

pantries.  One in Whitehall to help our northern 

county friends and one in the City of Muskegon .  

These churches are just starting these pantries and 

could use some help getting them supplied.  

Please consider donating these items to Love INC 

over the next few weeks.   

 

~Toilet Paper  ~Paper Towels 

~Tooth Paste  ~Bar Soap 

~Shampoo   ~Conditioner 

~Q-tips   ~Razors 

~Shaving Cream  ~Dental Floss 

~Mouth wash  ~Laundry Soap 

~Female Products  ~Cleaning Products 

~Tooth Brushes  ~Band-Aids 

~Peroxide   ~Lotion 

~Dish Soap   ~Cotton Balls 
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In Memory of: 
 

 

 

 

 

Gordon Vredeveld 
From 

Marva Jacobson 

Tom & Peggy Jacobson 

Cheryl Fett 

Ralph & Denise Ryan 

 

Daniel Dill 
From 

Bernita & Sharon Dill 

Willard & Sharon Dill 

Don & Becky Daniels 

Michael & Lisa Feutz 

Donna E. Stevens 

John & Susann McKinley 

 

Dr. Mary Klesner 
From 

Albert & Ellen Rockwood 

 

Robert “Bob” Fritz 
From 

Doug & Sharon Bergman 

Thelma Bergman 

Phyllis Cramer 
 

 

 

Motivational Moment:  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Thinking of your connection with the Lord 

Jesus, are you giving His promptings a Red 

light  -  a yellow light  -  or a green light? 

 

Do you listen and act, proceed with caution 

or stop dead in your tracks? 

 

Ephesians 3:17-19 tells us; So that Christ 

may dwell in your hearts through faith. And 

I pray that you, being rooted and estab-

lished in love, may have power, together with 

all the saints, to grasp how wide and long 

and high and deep is the love of Christ, and 

to know this love that surpasses knowledge  

-  that you may be filled to the measure of 

all the fullness of God. 

 

2 Corinthians 5:7,  

For we walk by faith, not by sight.  

 

Lets all strive to give our Lord Jesus the 

“Green Light” to work and grow in each of us! 
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One Household Pantry 

And...now you know! 

Three  

     Powerful  

      Parenting      

       Class Sites 

Eighteen Food Pantries 

One Stress Management  

Class Site 
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Did you know... 
Love INC partners with churches across the county to 
support our neighbors in need. Working together, area 
churches and your donations to Love INC provide 
Muskegon County with needed ministries, such as... 

Two  

Baby Pantries 

Four Personal  Care Pantries 

One Furniture Pantry 

Two Jobs for Life  

Class Sites 

Four M
anage Y

our M
oney  

Cla
ss S
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s 
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Transforming Lives… and Communities! 

Love INC is committed to connecting our 
neighbors in need with Muskegon area 
churches. We believe that when Christians 
from local churches use their gifts to serve 
others, relationships are created and the 
door is opened for God to bring about 
transformation and restoration.  
 
Sometimes this is as simple as giving one 
person a hand up from a difficult situation, 
and sometimes it requires a step back to 
look at the bigger picture to see how the 
church can best serve those living in the 
Muskegon area. 
 
Love INC, as a network of Christians and 
churches in the Muskegon area, is always 
praying and thinking about the needs of 
our community. We believe God is calling 
the church to use the gifts He has provided 
for more than giving hand-outs — we’re 
called to enter our neighborhoods with the 
Love of Christ, seeking the long-term 
transformation of lives and communities. 
 
Many churches provide needed resources 
to our neighbors in need. Local Christians 
stock food pantries and volunteer as the 
food is distributed to local families. The 
same goes for churches that host pantries 
that provide baby supplies, personal care 
items, and clothing.  
 

Other Christians gather to build ramps for 
those that are wheelchair bound—allowing 
freedom for these men and women as they 
enter and leave their homes. Men in the 
community drive to homes and pick up do-
nated furniture. We have regular volun-
teers who come in every day to sort 
through the many donations and help to 
ensure that they get to the right person. 
 
All of these are wonderful ministries, but 
we believe that God has given these gifts 
for a purpose—the transformation of lives 
and communities. For this reason, we work 
to build relationships with every neighbor 
who comes through our door. 
 
In the clearinghouse, volunteers take the 
time to understand the situation of each 
neighbor in need. We don’t want to simply 
give men and women what they need to 
stay in their situation—we want to give 
them tools and skills to break free.  
 
This is why we offer our New Directions 
Life Skills programs. Many of those who 
visit our pantries also enroll in life-
changing classes, build relationships with 
caring mentors, and find the support they 
need to move forward in their lives.   
 
Some of the issues faced by our neighbors 
need more than one-on-one attention. We 
are a part of many community-wide initia-
tives to combat homelessness, to build 
community resources, to support children, 
to support employment, and more.  
  
All of this happens because Christians in 
local churches accept their calling to love 
and serve their neighbors. Is God calling 
you  to dive deeper, to offer your unique 
talents and skills to transform lives in the 
Muskegon area? We’d love to hear from 
you and do God’s work together! 
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Love INC is partnering with 70 times 7, 
creating a new ministry opportunity for 
Muskegon area churches. In Muskegon 
County, 300-350 felony-convicted offend-
ers are sentenced to prison each year.   
 
The EXIT Program is going to provide an 
alternative to prison sentences for 125 non
-violent felon convicted parents of young 
children each year. A sentence to EXIT 
instead of prison provides parents return-
ing to their community from county jail with 
intense training, services, activities, work 
experience, and parenting skills – many 
classes offered by Love INC volunteers.  
 
The program not only offers the prospect 
of a permanent diversion from the prison 
system; but will also provide parents with 
the priceless opportunity to establish and 
restore healthy relationships with their 
families, neighbors, and society.  
 
Why are we interested in supporting this 
alternative to prison? This is an opportunity 
for Love INC to live out our mission. We 
will be offering Jobs for Life classes at the 
EXIT Program. As the church steps into 
this ministry, we create opportunities for 
people to gain skills and become more 
employable, instead of being in prison and 
returning less employable than before.  
 
We can transform the lives of children as 
these parents go through our Powerful 
Parenting classes. Many young people in 
this area are raised in a family where one 
parent is in prison, where incarceration is 
seen as normal and a likely possibility for 
their own future. This program will keep 
these parents in the home, and will give 
them the tools to create brighter futures for 
their children and themselves. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
We can give these families tools to create 
security and stability as the participants 
work through our Manage Your Money 
courses. These parents will have the 
chance to change the way they think about 
money and to develop new, healthy habits.   
 
Participants who work with a mentor will 
have the experience of Christian fellowship 
and love as they walk through this period 
of life transformation. This program will 
give some men and women the chance to 
break cycles of poverty and incarceration 
that, in some cases, has been several 
generations in the making. Breaking 
chains and offering people the opportunity 
for transformation and growth is more than 
the calling of Love INC—it’s our mission as 
the body of Christ! 
 
Might God be calling you to be a part of 
this ministry, offering families another 
chance—transforming lives and communi-
ties in the name of Christ? We are looking 
for teachers and mentors for these new 
EXIT Program sessions.  
 
Classes provided will include Manage 
Your Money, Jobs for Life, and Powerful 
Parenting. If you have experience or pas-
sion in these areas and would like to 
spread the love of Christ in this way, or if 
you are curious to learn more about our 
classes or this program, we would love to 
hear from you! Contact Phil at 
philq@loveincofmuskegon.com or by 
phone at (231)773-3448. 

The EXIT Program 

Partnering with 70 times 7 to Transform Lives! 
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We would love to stay connected to you and grow to-
gether.  Our underlying mission is to grow God’s king-
dom. To do that, we need to become the gardener; till-
ing the soil, planting the seed, watering and tending  
the plants and then cultivating and harvesting.  When 
you think of our neighbors in need being God’s gar-
den, then you know that we have much work to do.  It 
takes many hands to do all that He asks of us.  We at 
Love INC have a passion for people and we strive to 
see the best in everyone.  Our goal is to work with 
people to show them there is a better way, hold them 
accountable and then watch as God transforms their 
lifes.  We ask them in depth questions regarding their 
income to debt ratio...we discuss goal setting...we talk 
about where they see themselves in (6) months.  We 
stress the importance of living within their means by 
attending our Relational Ministries Life Skills biblically 
based classes; Manage Your Money, Powerful Parent-
ing, Stress Management, Healthy Eating and Jobs for 
Life.  There are so many good things going on at Love 
INC. God is working through us and using us.  What a 
humbling experience it is to be part of such a grace 
filled ministry .   
 
There are many ways to stay connected with us...  
 
Facebook:  Like us on Facebook: search for  
Love INC of  Muskegon  and help share our  
news, stories, prayer requests, photos, and updates.   
 
Twitter:  Follow us on Twitter: @LoveINCMuskegon will 
be updating regularly on Love INC programs and events. 
 
Website:  Visit us at http://www.loveincofmuskegon.com  
often to stay connected with what is happening at Love INC. 

 
E-mail:  We would like to stay connected better with email.  
Now, we don’t want to blast your accounts with non stop 
mail, but we would like to send out reminders and bi-
weekly emails at times.  Please send us an email.  Our 
address is @loveincofmuskegon.com and you can ad-
dress it to either:  info@ , mattk@ , paulas@ , or philq@, 
and we will add you to our address book.  You will not be 
sent spam...only bi-monthly emails, prayer requests and  
reminders. 
 

 

Clearinghouse Volunteers:  Answer phones and screen 
our neighbors in need.  Assess their situation, go over 
goals and opportunities available, schedule pantry visits.  
(4) hour shifts available.  Call 773-3448 
 

Life Skills Teacher:  Teaching small groups in Money 
Management, Powerful Parenting, Stress Management, or 
Healthy Eating.  These (8) week classes are geared to 
equip our neighbors in need with the tools they need 
through biblical, practical principles and teachings, so they 
may begin to transform their lives. 
 

Mentors:  Work one on one with a neighbor in need, 
teaching them goal setting, working with a budget and be-
ing able to live within the budget they created. 
 

Jobs for Life Champion/Mentor:  In this biblically based 
program, we teach the skills necessary to acquire gainful 
employment through resume’ writing, interview techniques 
and how to dress for success. 
 

Prayer Partner:  Get on our list of people that want to pray 
for our neighbors in need.  Each month we send via e-mail 
or US Mail the monthly prayer requests.  Sign up to be a 
Prayer Warrior today!  Because no matter how you send 
it...God answers “knee” mail.   
 

Board Member:  Are you interested in becoming a board 
member?  Do you know someone who would make a good 
board member?  Each board member serves a (3) year 
term and you can serve (2) terms. Call 773-3448 to learn 
more about this direction-setting team. 
 

Event Committee:  Do you like fundraising?  Do you like 
planning parties and events?  Are you creative?  Your 
ideas are welcomed and appreciated.  You can send ideas 
to Paula or you can call her at 773-3448.  We would love 
to have you join this team where monthly to bi-monthly 
brain storming meetings are held. 
 

Love INC and friends on Channel 7: Watch us on Com-
cast Channel 7,  usually the first Tuesday, Thursday and 
Saturday of every month at 8:30 p.m. and Sunday at 2:30 
p.m.  
 

Ambassador:  Be a Love INC Ambassador...business 
cards are available at the Clearinghouse Office.  See Matt, 
Paula, Phil, or a board member for more details about how 
you can spread the word about our mission and ministry. 

Stay connected and grow with us... 
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DONATE ONLINE — 

www.LoveIncofMuskegon.com 

 YOU make a difference in the lives of people in need. 

Each need brought to Love INC represents an opportunity to connect with one of God’s children,  

We always urge everyone to give to their home church first. 

 
Charge my gift — circle one::   

 
Credit Card Number_________________________________________ Expiration Date________ 
 
Cardholder signature_________________________________________ Security Code________ 
The above name and contact information is required for all credit card transactions            Last 3 numbers on back of  card 

Love INC of Muskegon County  *   2735 E. Apple Ave. Suite A   *   Muskegon , MI  49442   *   231-773-3448 

Enclosed is my tax deductable gift of:  ___$25   ___$50   ___$75   ___$100   ___Other   
 
Name_________________________________________________  Email__________________________________________ 
 
Address__________________________________________City___________________________State______Zip__________ 

My gift is in honor, memory, or celebration  (please circle one) of:  _______________________________________________________ 
 
Please send notification            Mr./Mrs./Ms.____________________________________________________________ 
of my tribute to:                         Address_______________________________________ City___________________ St _______Zip_________ 

______ I/We want to become a prayer partner.  Please send me the monthly Prayer Requests via ______Email  ______ US Mail 

 
Dick Nolan, President 

Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church 
 

Joe Singerling, V. P. 
First Congregational Church Muskegon 

 

Bruce Duiser, Treasurer 
Unity Reformed Church 

 

Matt McKinnon 
Fellowship Reformed Church 

 

Ron Nyenhuis 
Calvin CRC 

 

 

Executive Director: 
Matthew Kaley, 

St. James Catholic Church 
mattk@loveincofmuskegon.com 

 
 

Clearinghouse Coordinator/Office Manager: 
Paula Scott-Stewart 

Laketon Bethel Reformed Church 
paulas@loveincofmuskegon.com 

 
 

Administrative Assistant: 
Vicky Wierengo 

Laketon Bethel Reformed Church 
vickyw@loveincofmuskegon.com 

 
 

Relational Ministries Coordinator: 
Phil Quinn 

Bridge Bible Church 
philq@loveincofmuskegon.com 

Board of  Directors                                         

 
Dick Morgan, Secretary 

St. James Catholic Church, Montague 
 

Stan Heeres 
Calvin CRC 

 

Maureen Mussman 
Laketon Bethel Reformed Church 

 

Casonda Brown-Oakes 
Friendship Missionary Baptist 

 

Joel VanderWall 
Forest Park Covenant Church 

Our Staff 


